From: Theresa Rabot

To: Anna Harris; Brent Lawrence
Subject: Fwd: Sage-Grouse Statement going today at 11am ET
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 8:37:41 AM

stay tuned, no action on our part

Terry Rabot

Theresa Rabot@fws.gov
work: 503.872-2719

cell: 503.804.1762

Begin forwarded message:

From: Richard Hannan <richard _hannan@fws.gov>
Date: December 17, 2014 at 8:23:44 AM PST
To: Robyn Thorson <robyn_thorson@fws.gov>, Terry Rabot

<theresa rabot@fws.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Sage-Grouse Statement going today at 11am ET

FYl a
Richard Hannan
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Noreen Walsh <noreen walsh@fws.gov>
Date: December 17, 2014 at 8:20:17 AM PST
To: Ren Lohoefener <ren_|lohoefener @fws.gov>, Richard Hannan

<richard_hannan@fws.gov>
Subject: FW: Sage-Grouse Statement going today at 11am ET

FYI
They are going to hit the right folks

We will let all that get out to people and we will transmit CED letter at end
of day.

From: Harding, Stephenne [mailto:stephenne harding@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 8:59 AM

To: Greenberger, Sarah

Cc: John Blair; Tommy Beaudreau; Katherine Kelly; Press_Review; Edward
Boling; Michael Bean; Neil Kornze; Michael Connor; James Lyons; Bret
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Birdsong; Robert Dreher; Sarah Neimeyer; Kristen (Kris) Sarri; Jessica
Kershaw; Blake Androff; Celia Boddington; Betsy Hildebrandt; Karl Snow;
Gavin Shire; Theodore Stein; Noreen Walsh; Dan Ashe

Subject: Re: Sage-Grouse Statement going today at 11am ET

Same--Will circulate to our hill list for GSG and committee staff.

On Wed, Dec 17, 2014 at 10:43 AM, Greenberger, Sarah
<sarah_greenberger@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
| will also send to the contact list for the Sage Grouse Task Force.

On Wed, Dec 17, 2014 at 10:25 AM, John Blair
<john_blair@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Just FYI. | will forward on the release to all of the Governor’s Chiefs and
WGA leadership, and Steven will forward it to the DC reps for the
Governors. Terriis also pulling together a list of stakeholders.

Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks! jb

From: Tommy Beaudreau [mailto:tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 10:06 AM

To: Kelly, Katherine

Cc: Press_Review; Boling, Edward; Michael J. Bean; sarah greenberger; neil
kornze; Michael Connor; James Lyons; Bret Birdsong; Robert Dreher;
Stephenne Harding; John Blair; Sarah Neimeyer; Kristen (Kris) Sarri; Jessica
Kershaw; Androff, Blake J; Celia Boddington; Betsy Hildebrandt; Karl Snow;
Gavin Shire; Theodore Stein; Noreen Walsh; Dan Ashe

Subject: Re: Sage-Grouse Statement going today at 11am ET

Excellent - thanks, Kate and everyone.
TPB

On Dec 17, 2014, at 10:04 AM, "Kelly, Katherine"
<kate kelly@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Good morning,

Good news - we got the green light from OMB to
send the following statement out this morning
related to our ongoing efforts to help the sage-

grouse.

Thanks to everyone that helped craft the statement.

Statement by Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell on the Sage-Grouse Rider in the
FY 15 OmnibusBill
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today, Secretary of the
Interior Sally Jewell issued a statement regarding arider
in the Consolidated and Further Continuing
Appropriations Act of 2015 affecting potential
Endangered Species Act listing decisions for sage-

grouse.

The rider prohibits the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
from writing and issuing rules related to sage-grouse.
For example, the language impedes the Fish and
Wildlife Service s ability to finalize a 4(d) rule related
to the Gunnison Sage-Grouse in Colorado, which was
listed as threatened earlier this year. The consequence
of thisrider isthat it prevents the Service from
finalizing arule that would provide certainty to
landowners, giving them assurance that they can
continue economic activities compatible with the
conservation of the species, such as properly managed
livestock and ranching activities.

It has no effect on ongoing efforts to develop and
implement federal and state plans that conserve
sagebrush habitat or to completing the requisite analysis
for potential rulemaking.

Statement from Secretary Jewell:

“The Obama Administration is still moving full steam
ahead, and will continue to work with urgency alongside
our federal, state and local partnersto put conservation
measures in place to protect important sagebrush habitat
and avert the need to list the greater sage-grouse. The
rider has no effect on our efforts to develop and
implement state and federal plans and to build
partnerships to incentivize conservation.

“The Omnibus continues funding for Interior and USDA
to conserve sagebrush habitat and to advance the
unprecedented collaboration happening across 11
Western states. The Fish and Wildlife Service will
continue to collect data and conduct analysis, and the
agency will reach adecision asto whether listing is
warranted or not.

“It’ s disappointing that some Members of Congress are
more interested in political posturing than finding
solutions to conserve the sagebrush landscape and the
Western way of life.

Rather than hel ping the communities they profess to



benefit, these members will only create uncertainty,
encourage conflict and undermine the unprecedented
progress that is happening throughout the West.

“We are more determined than ever to work with the
states, ranchers, energy developers and other
stakeholders who are putting effective conservation
measures in place with the shared goal of reaching a
‘not warranted’ determination by the end of the fiscal
year.”

Kate Kelly

Director of Communications
Department of the Interior
(202) 208 2409

kate kelly@ios.doi.gov
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Stephenne Harding

Deputy Director

Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Department of the Interior
Stephenne_Harding@ios.doi.gov
202-208-6174 (desk)

202-341-8080 (cell)
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